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Open Division Rules (SODUS BAY):
Open Division: One 2-Day Tournament Event
1) Anglers fish as individual anglers. Registration is $30/angler. 
Each Event:

2) All anglers must turn-in their waiver form and check-in prior to entering the ice. Check-in starts at 12Noon Friday. Anglers may NOT enter the ice until 6am each day (including fishing gear – no tip-ups left in place). After 6am, anglers may enter onto the ice from any location and begin fishing. 
Lunker Divisions: (Runs through Sat & Sun)
1) Anglers register as individual anglers. Registration is $10/angler and covers all species outlined below. 
General Rules:

1) All Fish must be fresh-caught on the day of the tournament, during tournament hours, by regular fishing means (line and hook)(no snagged fish allowed). No frozen fish will be weighed or accepted for points. Fish may be brought to the weigh-in stations via ice or roadway. The use of aeration unit(s) are highly suggested. No Gaffs Allowed.
2) All fishing must be done on Sodus Bay (excluding any tributaries). Tributary boundaries will be disclosed and outlined on the official tournament maps at registration. 

3) All NYS DEC regulations apply. All anglers must possess a valid NYS fishing license. All local angling regulations for each waterway apply.

4) No angler may set gear within 30 feet (approximately 3 car-lengths) of another angler’s gear unless fishing together. 
5) All participants in the Open Division will be competing as individuals. Each individual will be allowed to use the state regulated number of tip-ups (5) and jigging rods (3). 

6) Each angler will be given a colored tournament flag. This flag must be displayed while on the ice and will allow you to bring fish to weigh-in during the event without pulling your gear. These colors vary by event and will be given out at check-in.
7) Fish Descriptions:
	Species
	Minimum Length
	To Be Run-In When Caught

	Northern Pike
	22”
	30” or larger

	Walleye
	18”
	22” or larger

	Yellow Perch
	8”
	15” or larger

	Crappie
	10”
	14” or larger

	Sunfish & Bluegill
	5”
	9” or larger

	Rock Bass
	5”
	9” or larger


8) Open anglers must be in weigh-in line by 3pm on Saturday and 12pm on Sunday. 
Open Angler Fish Species: 
The single largest fish for each species: Northern Pike, Walleye, Yellow Perch, and Panfish (Crappie, Sunfish, Bluegill, & Rock Bass). A fish may be upsized once weighed-in.
For Sodus Bay: Fish species deemed as “Large” will include Northern Pike and Walleye. Yellow Perch, Sunfish, Bluegill, Rock Bass, and Crappie will all be considered “Small”.

· All fish shall remain the property of the tournament once weighed in. 

· All fish may be tested for legality and will be checked for slimy gills, cloudy eyes, flesh response, blue coloring, and/or any other means to determine freshness of the fish. 

· Disposition of fish must be in compliance with state and local laws. NO DUMPING OF YOUR FISH IS ALLOWED.
9) Legalities:
a. All participants who receive prize packages, cash, and/or door prizes with a value in access of $250 will be required to fill-out the proper and necessary 1099 tax forms/information prior to acquiring their prize, cash, or door prize. Failure to provide the necessary information will forfeit your prize.
    10) Inspections: 
  All anglers must, at any time, allow Tournament Officials to inspect their gear for inspection (including, but not limited to, shanties, ATV’s, snowmobiles, three wheelers, containers, coolers, and any other gear brought onto the ice). Failure to comply with an Official’s request for inspection will result in immediate disqualification.

     11) Misconduct: 
    Any inappropriate, improper or abusive conduct by any participant towards any Tournament Official, volunteer, observer or fellow participant shall be deemed a violation of the rules and may subject the violator to penalties or disqualification as determined by the Tournament Directors. Any person or team that has been disqualified by any tournament or derby for an overt act to deceive or defraud may be barred from entry into any future tournament with any registration fees already paid forfeited.

14. Liability: 
    Each contestant will be required to sign a liability disclaimer before fishing in the tournament. The disclaimer may be turned in no earlier than 12Noon Friday (unless altered by the tournament committee). Entering the ice without turning in the signed disclaimer form first will result in immediate disqualification.
NOTE: There will be no refunds. In the event that one or both days are cancelled due to inclement weather, unsafe ice conditions, or any other unforeseen circumstances, all entry fees paid for all divisions will be put in escrow and applied to the alternative date (if applicable). Otherwise, all prizes may be awarded by random drawings or forwarded and applied to the following year’s events. 
NOTE: Any dispute of winning anglers can be submitted via $500 deposit. A lie detector test will be administered and if the contestant is found guilty, the deposit will be refunded. 

NOTE: All entrants agree that their purchase of a registration in any of these events shall constitute an acknowledgement of these rules and they further acknowledge that they understand their obligations and responsibilities outlined within and they agree to abide by these rules and the decisions of the Tournament Officials.

NOTE: Violations of ANY of these rules WILL result in disqualification for the tournament.
NOTE: Any misconduct by any angler towards any tournament or NYS official will result in disqualification.

NOTE: All decisions made by the tournament officials are considered FINAL.
Additional tournament information and updates can be found at: www.NYsiceproam.com
